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Highlights from the workshop on

Role of Mass Media in Disaster Management

January12, 2004, Kathmandu
(Organized by RSS, NSET in collaboration with AAN and ADPC)
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Issue Discussed
Need of media policy, Journalist Code of Conduct, Human Right and
Gender Perspective in Disaster Management.
Problems
1.Lack of disaster related information and communication policy.
2. Lack of disaster risk management provision in the journalist code of conduct.
3.Non- inclusion of gender issue and human right's in the disasters.
Reasons
1.Government is not serious over the communication policy of disaster risk
Management.
2.Lack of Right use of medias by the govt.
3.Lack of trained manpower and training facilities at local level
(CDOs, LDOs)
3.1 Lack of mobilization of Govt. and non Govt. media at Village level for
Information collection.
4. Lack of Preparedness and mitigation of disaster management plan.
5.Negligence of Policy makers.
6. Negligence of reporters
7.Lack of awareness among journalists and related institutions about disasters
8. Lack of institutionalization and trained manpower.
9.Political interference on disaster issues.
10. Lack of specific policies on gender issues and human rights.
11. No information about risk and vulnerable groups of the society.
Suggestions
1.Policy makers should be trained about disasters and it's effects.
2. Reporters should be imparted (to the journalists) with the knowledge of
disasters and related issues
3. Provision of sufficient resource allocation for the mitigation of disasters
4.Free and independent media
5.0bservation and monitoring system should be developed effectively ( to the
government organization)
6.Discouragement of awful scenes
7.Data should be verified by the concerned authority
8.Development of media focal point at central and local level for the appropriate
co-ordination
9.Disasters should be an issue of international forum ( SAARC,UNO)
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